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ASX RELEASE | 27 FEBRUARY 2026 

Over 6,000m drill program to deliver maiden Silver resource 
estimate at Nightflower 

Tartana Minerals Limited (ASX: TAT) (Tartana or the Company) is pleased to announce a 26-hole drill 
programme to commence shortly at the Nightflower Silver Project, designed to inform a maiden JORC 
2012 compliant mineral resource estimate at Nightflower. 

The programme has been designed with two priorities in mind: 

1. support conversion of the previously reported Exploration Target at Nightflower (focussed on the 
Digger Lode) into a maiden JORC 2012 Mineral Resource Estimate; and 

2. testing the Terrace Lode, an 800m long IP anomaly interpreted to represent the potential 
southern extension of the Digger Lode. 

The Company has previously released an exploration target focused on the Digger Lode of 2.75 Mt @ 364 
g/t Ag Eq for 32 Moz Ag Eq to 5.36 Mt @ 270 g/t Ag Eq for 47 Moz Ag Eq, based on rock chip sampling, 
previous drilling and a previous JORC 2004 resource estimate for the Digger Lode. The Exploration Target 
is conceptual in nature, with no certainty that further exploration will result in the definition of a resource. 

While the Terrace Lode has not been drilled, the strength of the IP anomaly (see Figure 1) is compelling 
given it follows the same structure as the Digger Lode and there is a reasonable chance that the IP 
anomaly reflects the presence of sulphide mineralisation, as it does with the Digger Lode. 

Tartana’s Managing Director, Dr Stephen Bartrop commented: 

“Following our recent capital raise, we are pleased to be deploying funds directly into advancing 
Nightflower toward a maiden JORC 2012 Mineral Resource. This programme is designed to 
improve geological confidence within the existing Exploration Target at Digger Lode while also 
testing the prospective Terrace extension.  

Nightflower sits within our broader Chillagoe exploration portfolio, where we are one of the 
largest tenement holders. Our broader exploration strategy over 2026 is to be drilling at least 
10,000 metres – if not more – across this portfolio.” 

Highlights: 

• 26 hole, 6,570m programme designed to upgrade the Exploration Target at Nightflower Silver 
to a maiden Silver resource 

• Program comprises 12 holes (3,080m) at Digger Lode targeting conversion from Exploration 
Target and expansion as well as 14 holes (3,490m) to test the 800m long Terrace Lode IP 
anomaly along strike to the south of Digger Lode 

• Drilling scheduled to commence in April 2026 
• Assay results expected progressively from May 2026 with a targeted mineral resource 

estimate in 2H 2026 
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Nightflower Exploration Target  

The Nightflower project covers a substantial part of the northern Featherbed Volcanic Group and the 
underlying and surrounding Hodgkinson Formation. Mineralisation is interpreted as being an epithermal 
polymetallic (Ag-Pb-Zn-Cu-Au) deposit located within the Nightflower fault zone with a potential 
underlying porphyry deposit at depth. There are two prospects, the Digger Lode and Terrace, which lie 
within a fault structure, itself considered to be part of the northeast-trending Mungana transfer zone 
which is interpreted to connect with the regional Palmerville fault zone, near the location of the Mungana 
and Red Dome copper-gold-silver porphyry mines. 

Most historical work has been on the Digger Lode, which has been partly defined by surface outcrop plus 
19 drillholes (18 of 19 are diamond), which have intersected mineralisation between 10 m and 370 m below 
surface to define a body of Ag-Pb-Zn-Cu-Au-Sb mineralisation. 

  

Figure 1: Nightflower project geology and IP anomalies interpreted to track the Nightflower mineralisation. 

Significant historical surface sampling and drilling intersections are presented in Figure 2 below.   

 

Figure 2: Exploration results from surface sampling and historical drilling at Digger Lode as reported by Axiom Mining 
(Axiom 2008). 
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Digger Lode Exploration Target Drilling Programme 

The Company has commissioned BMS Pty Ltd to design a drill programme to upgrade the previously 
reported Exploration Target (see ASX announcement dated 11 Feb 26). The Digger Lode Exploration 
Target is 2.75 Mt @ 364 g/t Ag Eq for 32 Moz Ag Eq to 5.36 Mt @ 270 g/t Ag Eq for 47 Moz Ag Eq and based 
on rock chip sampling, previous drilling and a previous JORC 2004 resource estimate for the Digger Lode. 
The Exploration Target is conceptual in nature with no certainty that further exploration will define a 
resource. 

The drilling of the Digger Lode is anticipated to expand and upgrade the old JORC 2004 resource to 
JORC 2012 standards for reporting. 

The drill programme for the Digger Lode Exploration Target comprises 12 diamond holes with RC collars 
for a total of 3080 metres. The drill plan is presented in plan view in Figure 3, in cross section in Figure 4 
and long section in Figure 5. Details of individual holes are presented in an appendix. 

 

Figure 3. Plan view of the existing and proposed drilling in the Digger Lode Exploration Target. 
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Figure 4. Cross-section of the existing and proposed drilling in the Digger Lode Exploration Target. 

 

Figure 5. Long section of the existing and proposed drilling in the Digger Lode Exploration Target. 
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Terrace Prospect Exploration Drilling. 

The drilling programme design to test the Terrace Prospect comprises 14 holes for 3,490 m which 
includes 2,180 m of RC pre-collars. The drilling tests the IP target which follows a shear zone with 
presence of historical mining and sulphide rich gossans at surface indicating that it is likely to be 
mineralisd. The Terrace prospect is over 800 m long with the IP indicating the anomaly extends tok at least 
400 m depth. The structure is the continuation of the structure that hosts the Digger Lode further north. 

 

Figure 6. Drill plan for the Terrace Prospect. 

In 2022 Tartana reported encouraging surface rockchip samples which confirmed ore grade Pb-Ag-Zn 
geochemistry (maximum values of 60.1% lead, 21.1% zinc, 0.13% silver) with elevated Indium (54 ppm) and 
Antimony (0.71%) in assays along strike of the Nightflower lode (see ASX announcement dated 30 August 
2022). 

These grades from the surface samples makes this drilling campaign even more exciting given the 
potential scope to define a high value silver resource.  

ENDS 

This announcement has been approved by the Board of Tartana Minerals Limited (ASX:TAT). 

Further Information:  

Dr Stephen Bartrop 
Managing Director 
Tartana Minerals Limited 
P: + 61 2 9392 8032 

For Investor and Media Enquiries:  

Reign Advisory 
E: tat@reignadvisory.com 
P: + 61 2 9174 5388 
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About Tartana Minerals (ASX:TAT) 

Tartana Minerals Limited is an Australian explorer and project developer with a substantial landholding in the Chillagoe region of Far 
North Queensland. The Company’s portfolio comprises mining leases and exploration tenements prospective for critical and 
strategic metals, including silver, copper, gold, antimony, zinc, and tin. 

Tartana holds the Tartana Mining Leases, from which it produces copper sulphate, supporting ongoing operations while advancing 
exploration and development across its broader asset base. 

The Company’s strategy is to enhance shareholder value through systematic exploration, disciplined project development and the 
expansion and optimisation of its production activities.  

 

Competent Person's Statement and Other Disclosures 

The information in this announcement that relates to Exploration Results and Nightflower Exploration Target is based on information 
compiled by Dr Stephen Bartrop who is a Fellow of the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (AusIMM) and a Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of Geoscientists.  Dr Bartrop has sufficient experience that is relevant to the styles of mineralisation and types of 
deposit under consideration, and to the activity that is being undertaking to qualify as a Competent Person, as defined in the 2012 
Edition of the ‘Australasian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves.’  Dr Bartrop is an 
employee of Tartana Minerals Limited, and consents to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on his information in the form 
and context in which it appears. 

With respect to Exploration Information that has been previously reported, the Company confirms that it is not aware of any new 
information or data that materially affects the information included in the original market announcements and, in the case of 
estimates of Exploration Targets, that all material assumptions and technical parameters underpinning the estimates in the relevant 
market announcements continue to apply and have not materially changed. 

Annexure: Proposed Drill Holes 

Digger Lode Exploration Target – 12 Holes 
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Terrace Lode Prospect– 14 Holes 

 

 


